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Serge CHARCHOUNE    1888-1975

Although  he  was  a  friend  and  contemporary  of  Man  Ray  and  Marcel 
Duchamp, Serge Charchoune's reluctance to associate too closely with any 
one  group  contributed  to  his  prolonged  relative  obscurity.  ARTnews 
"introduced" Charchoune to the general public in 1960, the year of his first 
solo  exhibition  in  the  United States.  Man Ray  took  this  portrait  in  1925 
shortly  after  Charchoune's  break  with  Dadaism.  Put  off  by  the  political 
elements  of  the  Dadaist  movement,  Charchoune  pursued  an 
unapologetically  ornamental  style  of  abstract  painting  influenced  by 
Spanish-Moorish art and the icons of his native Russia. 
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